MERZ NORTH AMERICA TO ESTABLISH HEADQUARTERS
IN RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
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RALEIGH, N.C. – July 16, 2014 – Merz North America will establish its
headquarters in Raleigh, North Carolina, officials announced today at a press
conference with Gov. Pat McCrory. The global pharmaceutical company – part of
the Merz Pharma Group, with affiliates in 18 countries around the world – will move
operations from current headquarters in Greensboro and from elsewhere in the
U.S.
“For Merz, this move accelerates us toward our vision of becoming the world’s
most admired, trusted and innovative aesthetics and neurotoxin company,” said
Merz North America President and CEO Bill Humphries. “Our focus is on offering
best-in-class customer service, bringing continued innovation to the marketplace
and forging new partnerships.”
The decision to centralize Merz’s operations around a Raleigh headquarters follows
more than a year of working with outside consultants to evaluate the company’s
options, Humphries added. After looking at various metropolitan areas across
multiple states, it became clear that Raleigh offers Merz the best opportunity to
achieve its vision.
“Today’s announcement is another example of how companies recognize
everything North Carolina has to offer – from the exceptional workforce to the high
quality of life,” said North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory. “Our community colleges and
universities are second to none and will provide a dedicated, hard-working and
talented workforce for Merz.”
Home to three Tier-One research universities, two of which have dermatology and
neurology teaching programs, Raleigh is the heart of the country’s life sciences
industry, with more than 42,800 biotech employees and the highest concentration
of doctorate degrees in the U.S. Additionally, Raleigh-Durham International Airport
is one of the nation’s fastest growing international airports and is considering the
addition of a direct flight to Frankfurt, Germany, the location of the Merz Pharma
Group’s global headquarters.
“Our investment in Raleigh is a testament to the area’s talented workforce,
business-friendly environment and high quality of life,” said Michael McMyne, Merz
Head of North American Operations; Chief of Staff. “We look forward to partnering
with the state, Wake County Economic Development, Raleigh Economic
Development and the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce to invest in
workforce development and job creation, further strengthening the Raleigh
business community.”
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The relocation will take place in a phased approach over the coming year. Merz
has executed a lease at 6501 Six Forks Road for 60,000 square feet, which will be
custom-built to meet the company’s needs today and for future growth. The new
headquarters is expected to house 250 employees, including 50 net new jobs to
the state of North Carolina.
“With more state-of-the-art space, our core business functions in one place and
easy access to the brightest minds in the industry, Raleigh provides the best option
for our future growth,” said Humphries. “We are pleased to join the area as we
evolve to become an even more significant player in our industry.”
About Merz North America
Merz North America is a specialty healthcare company that develops and
commercializes innovative, high-quality treatment solutions in aesthetics,
dermatology and neurosciences in the U.S. and Canada. Merz North America is
an important contributor to the U.S. aesthetics space, offering a well-balanced
®
range of injectable products, including the dermal fillers Radiesse and Belotero
®
®
Balance and the neurotoxin Xeomin (incobotulinumtoxinA), as well as the
NEOCUTIS line of anti-aging and post-procedure skincare products. As part of the
Merz Pharma Group of companies, our ambition is to become the most admired,
trusted and innovative aesthetics and neurotoxin company. By developing products
that improve patients’ health and help them to live better, feel better and look
better, we will continue to make significant contributions to the well-being of
individuals around the world. For more information about Merz and the Company’s
U.S. product portfolio, please visit www.merzusa.com.
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About the Merz Pharma Group
Merz's business activities are in the research, development and distribution of
innovative pharmaceutical and medical products for aesthetic and medical
dermatology and the fields of neurology and metabolic disorders. Memantine, the
first active agent in the world with a glutamatergeric effect for the treatment of
moderate to severe Alzheimer’s dementia, is the second most frequently
prescribed anti-dementive medication. For the treatment of neurological movement
®
Another core
disorders, Merz developed Xeomin (incobotulinumtoxinA).
competence of Merz is clinical and aesthetic dermatology. Merz Aesthetics offers a
well-balanced range of products for minimally invasive treatments. With the brands
®
®
tetesept and Merz Spezial , Merz Consumer Care is a leading supplier of OTC
medications, food supplements and skincare products in German-speaking
countries.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION for XEOMIN®
(incobotulinumtoxinA) INCLUDING BOXED WARNING
WARNING: DISTANT SPREAD OF TOXIN EFFECT
®

Postmarketing
reports
indicate
that
the
effects
of
XEOMIN
(incobotulinumtoxinA) for injection, for intramuscular use, and all botulinum
toxin products may spread from the area of injection to produce symptoms
consistent with botulinum toxin effects. These may include asthenia,
generalized muscle weakness, diplopia, blurred vision, ptosis, dysphagia,
dysphonia, dysarthria, urinary incontinence and breathing difficulties. These
symptoms have been reported hours to weeks after injection. Swallowing
and breathing difficulties can be life threatening and there have been reports
of death. The risk of symptoms is probably greatest in children treated for
spasticity but symptoms can also occur in adults treated for spasticity and
other conditions, particularly in those patients who have underlying
conditions that would predispose them to these symptoms. In unapproved
uses, including spasticity in children and adults, and in approved indications,
cases of spread of effect have been reported at doses comparable to those
used to treat cervical dystonia and at lower doses.

